
THE MORGAN COUNTY COUNCIL MET IN A REGULAR SESSION ON MONDAY, 

FEBRUARY 7, 2011 AT 6:30 P.M. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  KENNY HALE, BOB O’NEAL, PAUL PRATHER, JEFF QUYLE, 

VICKIE KIVETT AND RYAN GOODWIN.  ALSO PRESENT WERE BRENDA ADAMS, 

MORGAN COUNTY AUDITOR, DEB VERLEY, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, AND 

PETE FOLEY, MORGAN COUNTY ATTORNEY.  BRYAN COLLIER WAS ABSENT. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

PRAYER (Kenny Hale) 

 

Minutes 
Paul Prather made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 20

th
 Commissioners’ and 

Council Joint Meeting.  Seconded by Ryan Goodwin.  

 

Paul Prather made a motion to approve the December 20, 2011 and January 3, 2011 minutes.  

Seconded Jeff Quyle.  Motion carried 6-0.  

 

Additionals:  

 

 Health Dept. 

Kenny Hale stated that the Board of Health did not receive approval from the state and would 

need to table the request for an additional appropriation.  Vickie Kivett made a motion to table 

the additional appropriation request from the Board of Health.  Seconded by Paul Prather.  

Motion carried 6-0.    

 

 Commissioners / Jail Expansion 

Norman Voyles requested an additional appropriation from the Cumulative Capital Development 

Fund (208) for the Work Release/Jail Expansion Project as follows: 

 

$200,000 into Account #208-000-4200 (Work Release Supplies) 

  100,000 into Account #208-000-4315.30 (Work Release Professional Services) 

  500,000 into Account #208-000-4400 (Work Release/Jail Expansion) 

  200,000 into Account #208-000-4405 (Work Release/Jail Equipment)  

 

Jeff Quyle made a motion to approve the additional appropriation of $1 million from the 

Cumulative Capital Development Fund as listed above.  Seconded by Ryan Goodwin.  Motion 

carried 6-0. 

 

Transfers: 
 

 Soil & Water 

$1,000 from Acct #100-130-4221 (Fuel, Oil & Tires) to Acct #100-130-4390 (Cntrcl Services) 

     400 from Acct #100-130-4211 (Office Supplies) to Acct #100-130-4390 (Cntrcl Services) 

 

Norman Voyles stated that every year the Soil & Water Conservation District Office transfers the 

county portion of their funds into the Contractual Services account.  Bob O’Neal made a motion 

to approve the transfer as listed.  Seconded by Vickie Kivett.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

 Commissioners/Solid Waste District 

Norman Voyles stated that the payroll amount for the Solid Waste Director is in the 

Commissioner’s budget under one account number and this transfer breaks it down into the 

individual line items. 

 

$42,060.20 from Acct #100-133-4320 to Acct #100-133-4114 (Solid Waste Director) 

    3,259.66 from Acct #100-133-4320 to Acct #100-133-4165 (PERF)  

    3,217.60 from Acct #100-133-4320 to Acct #100-133-4165.10 (FICA) 

       100.00 from Acct #100-133-4320 to Acct #100-133-4165.30 (Worker’s Comp) 

    6,310.32 from Acct #100-133-4320 to Acct #100-133-4165.40 (Group Insurance) 

 

Bob O’Neal made a motion to approve the transfer of $54,947.78.  Seconded by Jeff Quyle.  

Motion carried 6-0. 
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Additional: 
  

 Clerk 

Peggy Mayfield, Morgan County Clerk, requested an additional appropriation from the Clerk’s 

Record Perpetuation Fund (252) as follows: 

 

$11,404.80 into Account #252-000-4121 (Part Time Help) 

       872.47 into Account #252-000-4165.10 (FICA) 

 

Ms. Mayfield stated that this would fund the part time help for the rest of the year.  Jeff Quyle 

asked if this was as discussed at budget time.  Ms. Mayfield stated that the Council agreed to pay 

for equipment from the General Fund if the part time pay was from the Perpetuation Fund.  

Vickie Kivett made a motion to approve the additional appropriation.  Seconded by Ryan 

Goodwin.  Motion carried 6-0.    
 

Ditch Maintenance 

Terry Brock, Morgan County Surveyor, handed out information regarding maintenance for Lake 

Ditch.  Included in the information was a petition to clean the ditch with signatures from 52 

landowners.  Mr. Brock stated that this is a very large watershed and the signatures are from 

some of the farmers.  The main ditch is 12 miles with 10 miles of tributaries.  They will clean the 

outlet at Mill Creek, taper and stabilize the banks, clean trees, and armor corners and around 

bridges.  Mr. Brock will request an additional appropriation next month to pay for the 

maintenance.  The estimate for the work is $20 to $30 per foot for the main ditch and $10 to $15 

per foot for the tributaries but Mr. Brock is hoping that bids will come in at less than that.  Mr. 

Brock stated that the City of Martinsville came before the Drainage Board and asked that a 

maintenance fee be imposed for the upkeep of the ditches.   

 

Bob O’Neal stated that Lamb’s Creek and Indian Creek are full of trees and asked what the 

county could do.  Mr. Brock stated that the county cannot do anything, the property owners will 

have to petition IDEM (Indiana Department of Environmental Management) or DNR 

(Department of Natural Resources) for permission to remove the trees.     

 

Pete Foley stated that if the county had a cumulative drain fund, it could be used for 

construction, reconstruction, or maintenance of a drain.  If a drain maintenance fund was 

established, each drain would have its own assessment.  Mr. Brock stated that there are 75 miles 

of legal drains in the county.       

 

Resolution to Purchase Real Estate 

Kenny Hale stated that this resolution is for 24 acres of wetlands in Harrison Township and a 

small portion in Green Township.  Mr. Hale stated that they have been working on this project 

for 18 months and would probably be a once in a lifetime chance to acquire the property.  The 

purchase of the property would benefit a greenway trail, but would be of benefit in the future.  

Pete Foley stated that the property does not have a separate legal description and would have to 

be identified by survey.  The resolution authorizes the Board of Commissioners to obtain two 

appraisals.  The purchase price cannot exceed the average of the two appraisals.  The decision to 

purchase the property lies with the Commissioners.  Paul Prather stated that he did not feel that 

the county should be buying land-locked property in a year they could not give raises to 

employees.  Vickie Kivett stated that there are too many variables and was not in favor of the 

purchase.  Jeff Quyle made a motion to approve the Resolution Authorizing Purchasing Agent to 

Purchase Certain Real Estate in Harrison Township, Morgan County, Indiana.  Seconded by 

Ryan Goodwin.  George Watkins asked who currently owns the property.  Mr. Hale stated that 

there are two owners, Cragen Trust and Starlight Leasing.     Motion carried 4-2.  Paul Prather 

and Vickie Kivett voted against. 

 

Data Center Incentive Ordinance 

Jeff Quyle stated that this issue was discussed at the January meeting.  The state has provided 

local governments the option to waive personal property tax on enterprise and technology 

equipment in order to promote data centers.  One of the detriments to data centers in Indiana is 

that other states do not charge personal property tax on the type of equipment that data centers 

have (servers, routers, and other electronic equipment).  The Ordinance Establishing the Morgan 

County Data Center Incentive to Promote Investment and Job Growth in Morgan County sets up 

Morgan County to provide that exemption for data centers if one were to choose to locate in 

Morgan County.  The firm would need to invest at least $10 million in real and personal 
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property, provide employee wages of at least 125% of the county average wage ($32,000), and 

apply for the exemption.  Jeff Quyle made a motion to approve the ordinance.  Seconded by 

Vickie Kivett.  Motion carried 6-0.         

 

Group Insurance Trust  
Brenda Adams stated that the trustees had a meeting in January and there are a lot of changes 

coming down the road for the insurance.         

 

Adjournment 

Vickie Kivett made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Jeff Quyle.   Motion carried 6-0.    

     

 

 

MORGAN COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

        ____________________________ 

        Kenny Hale 

 

        ____________________________ 

        Robert O’Neal 

 

        ____________________________ 

        Bryan Collier 

 

        ____________________________ 

        Paul Prather  

 

        ____________________________ 

        Jeff Quyle 

      

____________________________ 

        Vickie Kivett 

ATTEST: 

        _____________________________ 

_____________________________    Ryan Goodwin    

Brenda Adams, Morgan Co. Auditor 


